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SUBDIVISIONS � LOTS OF 900 AND 1 000 SQUARE METRES 

11. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Minister for Planning:  
Will the minister tell the house how he intends to protect the rights of property owners affected by the previous 
Minister for Planning and Infrastructure�s decision to ban the subdivision of 900 and 1 000-square-metre lots 
zoned R20?  

Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I thank the member for his question and congratulate him on his election and, indeed, I congratulate all the new 
members of this house.  

It is the case that in certain areas owners of properties of between 900 and 1 000 square metres were able to 
subdivide their properties for quite some years, but the previous government, indeed the previous minister, made 
a decision for whatever reason�I understand it may have been to overcome what was seen as an anomaly in 
the �  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan interjected. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The member for Armadale says that the decision was made on the recommendation of the WA 
Planning Commission. That may have seemed like a good idea at the time, but the reality is that, whatever the 
cause may have been, there was an impact on owners of properties of between 900 and 1 000 square metres in 
that, from 1 April 2009, they would not be able to subdivide their properties if they had not gained approval by 
that time. That decision clearly put owners of such properties in a difficult position when they had expected that 
they would be able to subdivide. I am not seeking to be critical of the previous minister�the decision may have 
been made for good reason at the time�but the point is that a problem has been identified and it needs to be 
addressed. It is being addressed by this government.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan: Is the minister aware that it is not a general right of subdivision? It is only a very 
confined right.  

Mr J.H.D. DAY: The situation is that the owners of these lots would not be able to subdivide them as from 
April 2009. The matter has been discussed with the WA Planning Commission and there is full support for 
reversing the decision previously made. Regulations will be required to go through Executive Council, as I 
understand it, to reverse the decision previously made. This is the situation following submissions that have been 
received from a number of people in the community, including opposition members of Parliament, members of 
the public of course, and the real estate industry. People who own blocks of between 900 and 1 000 square 
metres will then be able to continue to subdivide, on the basis of good planning law of course, where there are 
appropriate outcomes in the future.  
 


